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San Jose City Councilwoman Madison Nguyen was swamped by members of media outlets at the 
San Jose Police Offi cers Association Hall as she maintained a steady lead in the District 7 recall election 
on Tuesday night. Nguyen avoided being recalled from her City Council seat Tuesday.
Cash fi lm falls short     P.4 Sharks lose to Dallas    P.6 Take a tour of SJSU      P.3
Documentary showing at Cinequest about his 
visit to Folsom Prison doesn’t cut it.
Student ambassadors guide new students around 
the landmarks on campus.
Joe Pavelski gets ejected toward end of fi rst period 
as Sharks fall to the Dallas Stars, 4-1.
David Munoz, a senior busi-
ness management major, had 
contemplated studying abroad 
since the fall of 2007.
“I didn’t know exactly what 
I would be gett ing myself into,” 
Munoz said. “I didn’t know 
what to expect.”
He said he made up his 
mind and eventually applied to 
study abroad for the 2008 fall 
semester in Bangkok. It was an 
experience he said he would 
never forget.
He said his initial apprehen-
sions were fi nancing the trip 
and whether or not he would 
be able to get the classes he 
needed, so he decided to att end 
an informational meeting held 
by the Study Abroad offi  ce to 
fi nd out everything he needed 
to know.
“Everything I heard, I really 
liked. Everything I saw, I really 
liked,” Munoz said.
As far as fi nancing the trip, 
he said he found out that his 
tuition would be the same for 
Th ailand as it was at SJSU.
Along with Bangkok, Mu-
noz’s other destination picks 
included Australia and Hong 
Kong. Aft er receiving more 
information about Th ailand, 
Munoz said the question wasn’t 
“Why Th ailand?” but more 
“Why not?”
While studying abroad is an 
opportunity for any major, Mu-
noz said business majors have 
the most opportunities to go to 
any place.
“Business is so broad, and 
it’s global,” he said. “More than 
nursing, for example. Some 
places you can’t do nursing and 
some places you can’t do en-
gineering. But, I think there’s 
something out there for just 
about everybody.”
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Villaraigosa wins second 
term as mayor of LA
LOS ANGELES — Mayor 
Antonio Villaraigosa easily 
claimed a second term 
Tuesday in an election that 
could be a rehearsal for a 
run for higher offi ce.
Unoffi cial returns from 75 
percent of precincts and a 
tally of vote-by-mail ballots 
gave the mayor 56 percent 
of the vote. 
— Associated Press
One dead in avalanche 
at California ski resort
SQUAW VALLEY — A ski 
patrol member has been 
killed in an avalanche at 
Squaw Valley USA ski resort 
near Lake Tahoe. The Squaw 
Valley Fire Department says 
41-year-old Andrew Entin 
was working on avalanche 
controls Tuesday when 
he was caught in a slide 
and partially buried. Fire 
spokesman Pete Bansen 
says another member of the 
ski patrol dug him out while 
emergency crews responded 
to the scene, but Entin later 
died in Reno.
— Associated Press
Mechanical failure 
blamed for military plane 
crash
SAN DIEGO — A military jet 
crash that killed four people 
and incinerated two homes 
was caused by mechanical 
failure and a string of bad 
decisions that led the pilot 
to bypass a potentially 
safe landing at a coastal 
Navy base, the Marines 
said Tuesday. The military 
disciplined 13 members of 
the Marines and the Navy 
for a series of errors that led 
to the Dec. 8 crash. 
— Associated Press
Auto sales in US near 
historic lows
DETROIT — Offers of huge 
rebates and tempting 
low-interest loans weren’t 
enough to entice car buyers 
out of their bunkers in this 
economic crisis, causing 
U.S. auto sales in February 
to hover near historic lows. 
General Motors’ sales 
tumbled 53 percent from 
a year earlier, while Ford’s 
U.S. sales fell 48 percent 
and Chrysler’s dropped 44 
percent. 
— Associated Press
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With all precincts 
reporting, 55 percent of 
voters reject removal
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Offering support for people 
learning how to play the guitar
See ABROAD, page 2
Empty gig bags littered the 
floor of the Mosaic Cross Cul-
tural Center Monday night for 
another session of beginner’s 
guitar club.
Jose Lopez, a graduate intern 
who works for the center, said 
he started the guitar club about 
three semesters ago.
“There isn’t a place where 
people who want to learn guitar 
can informally meet without 
having to learn the theory or 
take a formal class,” he said. 
“I thought it would be cool 
to have a space where people 
could come and learn how to 
play the guitar.”
Lopez said, “The Mosaic 
Cross Cultural Center focuses 
on issues of diversity, equity 
and social justice.” He said he 
thinks music is a great expres-
sion of a lot of things and could 
be part of that.
Harshal Jadhav, an electrical 
engineering graduate student, 
said he saw a guitar laying out-
side of the Mosaic center and 
decided to join the club.
“Since childhood, I wanted 
to play some musical instru-
ment, and guitar club was here,” 
he said. “There are many stu-
dents who are just beginners, 
and there are students who are 
expertise on the guitar too.”
A few students said that they 
heard about the beginner’s gui-
tar club through fliers they saw 
Graduate student Harshal Jadhav
practices playing the guitar as part of his lesson.
Councilwoman Madison 
Nguyen survived an eff ort to 
remove her from offi  ce Tuesday 
aft er voters in her district reject-
ed a measure to recall her from 
the San Jose City Council.
“I’m having an Obama mo-
ment right now,” said a smiling 
Nguyen as reporters swarmed 
around her. 
Of the 11,749 votes reported, 
the polls closed with 55.39 per-
cent of the votes rejecting the 
recall and 44.61 votes in favor, 
according to the Santa Clara 
County Registrar’s offi  ce.
Speaking in Vietnamese, 
Nguyen told the crowd gathered 
at the San Jose Police Offi  cers As-
sociation Hall on Fourth Street 
that the victory was a result of 
their hard work and that the ex-
perience would be something 
she would grow from.
“I appreciate the love and 
faith that all my supporters have 
shown me, and now I can get back 
to working on the righteous goals 
that we had set,” Nguyen said.
Th e fi rst Vietnamese-Ameri-
can to be elected councilwoman, 
See RECALL, page 2
Student spends 
semester in Thailand
STUDY ABROAD
SAMANTHA RIVERA
Staff Writer
See GUITAR, page 2
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Free and homeless, or 
safe behind bars?
NEWS
Exclusively Online: 
Companies give money 
to departments at SJSU 
and reap the naming 
benefi ts.
Above: Participants in the pro-recall rally sing along with live music while waiting for the 
results. Ly Tong (center), who fasted in February 2008 in support of naming a neighborhood “Little Saigon,” also 
attended. Left: Madison Nguyen enters the San Jose Police Offi cers Association Hall on Tuesday night.
Global Studies 
Club
Get connected with globally-
minded students. 
6 to 7:30 p.m. in the Pacheco 
Room at the Student Union.
Contact Ryan Wu at GSC.
SJSU@gmail.com
Cookie Tasting
For a food science graduate 
project.
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Central 
Classroom building, Room 122.
Contact Yuki at 
yukit@earthlink.net
Martin Brauns
Part of the Alumni Speaker 
Series.
Noon to 1 p.m. in the Engineer-
ing building, Room 189.
Bible Study
Acts 2 Christian Fellowship 
hosts a weekly study.
7 p.m. in the Pacifi ca Room at 
the Student Union.
Contact Justin Foon at 
jfoon1@yahoo.com
Chamber Music
Student highlights. Free.
12:30 to 1:15 p.m. in the Music 
Building Concert Hall.
For more information, call 
924-4673.
Chris Tomlin
With Israel Houghton. $33.
7 p.m. in the Event Center.
Meditation Group
Preparing the best time and 
place for meditation.
5 p.m. in Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Library.
Contact Harrison at 
hhaarrrriissoonn@gmail.com
Patricia Lawicki
Senior VP and Chief Information 
Offi cer at PG&E.
Noon in the Engineering build-
ing, Room 189.
Reese Erlich
The Student Association for 
Middle East Studies presents a 
discussion titled “U.S. Policy and 
the Middle East Crisis.”
3 to 5 p.m. in Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Library, Room 255/257.
Contact Eleanor Lovinfosse at 
215-8117.
Test Anxiety
Learn how to calm your anxiet-
ies and make your test-taking 
experience pleasant. 
1:30 to 2:30 p.m. in Clark Hall, 
Room 118.
Zen Buddhism Club
Uncovering our obsessions
3:30 p.m. in the Costanoan 
Room at the Student Union. 
Contact Justin at 
jstnjc@gmail.com
LGBTQQI 
Discussion Group 
Noon to 1:30 p.m. at the LGBT 
Resource Center.
For more information, call 924-
6158 or 924-5910.
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at thespartandaily.com or in writ-
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or were given on campus.
“I wanted to try something 
new and I’ve always wanted 
to learn how to play the gui-
tar,” said Claudia Fernandez, 
a junior electrical engineering 
major. “I’ve never touched a 
guitar before, so I’m pretty ba-
sic to it.”
After three sessions, she 
said she has learned to tune it 
and play some basic notes.
Mirella Lopez, a senior nu-
trition major, said she decided 
to join the club to learn a new 
skill, something she said she 
had been putting off during 
her time at SJSU.
“I’ve been wanting to learn 
how to play the guitar for the 
past two years and I haven’t had 
a chance because of school,” 
she said. “Now I’m a senior 
and I have more spare time.”
Lopez said that learning 
guitar in the club is more in-
formal than a regular class. 
Students pick a song that they 
want to learn to play and their 
peers learn it with them.  
“I’ve taken a couple of guitar 
classes and usually you know 
how to pluck a few things by 
the end of the class,” he said. 
“The idea (for the guitar club) 
was we’d come together, we’d 
pick a song and we’d learn the 
song.”
On Monday’s meeting, the 
class was just starting to learn 
“Closing Time” by Semisonic.
He said his motivation to 
start this club was to establish 
a network of support.
“You are accountable to 
yourself but (also) to other 
people part of the lesson 
place,” Lopez said. “You have 
to practice. You have to be pre-
pared.”
Matt Gonzalez, a guitarist 
and local concert promoter, 
is the instructor for the class. 
Gonzalez said he has been 
coming to the Mosaic center 
every Monday since the club 
first started, even when no one 
showed up at the beginning.
“He’s a friend of mine who 
is nice enough and flexible 
enough to come in and try out 
and go through the growing 
pains,” Lopez said. “Because 
sometimes people show up 
and sometimes people don’t 
show up, but he’s always here.”
Lopez said he likes being 
able to teach something he 
loves.
“It’s fun, it’s cool,” he said. 
“Here we provide affordable 
method of learning the guitar.”
One session costs $3. For 
half a semester, which is about 
six sessions, it costs $20. For 
the entire semester, students 
pay $30. Lopez said it is inex-
pensive and is just enough to 
cover the instructor.
Every semester, the number 
of students who join vary. This 
semester, there are enough 
students who signed up to cre-
ate an intermediate guitar club 
in conjunction with the begin-
ner’s one.
“A lot of times, people that 
want to learn are not neces-
sarily music majors, they just 
want to do it,” Jose Lopez said.
The hour long session is ev-
ery Monday from 6 to 7 p.m.
Monday’s session was 
Mirella Lopez’s second class. 
She said she likes it so far and 
hopes to gain skills that will 
help her learn a different style 
of guitar.
“It seems like a fun class,” 
she said. “I want to learn how 
to play mariachi music.”
GUITAR  Beginners course every Monday
Munoz departed to Bangkok 
in August 2008 and returned in 
December. 
To prepare for his trip, Munoz 
had to complete an application 
for SJSU, obtain his visa, get any 
shots or medications needed for 
international travel, make hous-
ing arrangements and pay for his 
fl ight upon learning of his accep-
tance to the program.
He att ended Chulalongkorn 
University in Bangkok, and cred-
its the university for being accom-
modating and providing him with 
all the classes that he needed.
Phetphring Chokohoaroj, 
Panitsorn Tongtaveepat and Su-
panan Kaewmoracharoen, Th ai 
students who att ended Chula-
longkorn University with Munoz 
and are currently exchange stu-
dents at SJSU, said that SJSU has 
not been very helpful to them.
Chulalongkorn University, 
or Chula as Munoz refers to it, 
had a buddy program set up for 
students who would be study-
ing abroad. Chokohoaroj, Tong-
taveepat and Kaewmoracharoen 
said that SJSU did not have one.
“I think that Chula treats their 
international students more spe-
cial,” Chokohoaroj said. “We 
have an orientation for them 
and a retreat. We had an orienta-
tion here at SJSU, but we just sat 
there and listened to the person 
responsible for the exchange stu-
dents, and were just given general 
information.”
Being the fi rst day, it was the 
hardest in terms of adjustment for 
Munoz because he didn’t know 
anybody there besides his friend.
“You don’t know where to 
go, you don’t know where to eat. 
You’re lonely that fi rst night. It was 
the loneliest night of my life,” Mu-
noz said. “Th ey took me to dinner 
and to my hotel for the fi rst night. 
Th e next day, I was able to move 
into my apartment. Th en, he took 
me around the local vicinity of 
where I would be staying.”
Unlike SJSU, Munoz said 
that classes for Th ai students are 
picked for them.
“Th ey’re college-level classes 
with a high school-type format,” 
Munoz said about classes at Chu-
lalongkorn University.
According to SJSU’s study 
abroad Web site, informational 
meetings are held every month 
and are fi lled with everything 
a student would need to know 
about studying abroad. Th e study 
abroad offi  ce is located in Clark 
Hall, Room 543. Offi  ce hours are 
9 a.m. to noon on weekdays and 1 
to 4 p.m. on weekdays.
“Th e world is not just United 
States. I feel that a lot of Ameri-
cans are comfortable just staying 
here, but it’s not the only place 
in the world to live and that has 
great things,” Munoz said.
Continued from page 1
ABROAD  Meetings about 
exchange programs monthly
Continued from page 1
STEFAN ARMIJO / Spartan Daily
RECALL  Nguyen voted against ‘Little Saigon’
according to her Web site, was celebrat-
ing the defeat of a recall election that 
arose from the controversial naming of 
a stretch of land along Story Road.
While a survey of District 7 resi-
dents conducted last summer report-
ed that the name “Litt le Saigon” was 
the most popular choice, Nguyen opt-
ed to support the name “Saigon Busi-
ness District,” resulting in her being 
alienated in the eyes of some mem-
bers of the Vietnamese community.
About an hour before polls closed, 
the mood at the pro-recall rally was 
equally frenzied and energetic.
“We fought so long and we just 
want a true representation for the 
Vietnamese community,” said Paul 
Lee, the treasurer of the Yes on Recall 
committ ee. “We want the commu-
nity to come together and fi ght for the 
future and the people, not special 
interests.”
At a storefront on Burdett e Drive, 
one of the anti-recall meeting places, 
volunteers were feeling apprehensive 
before the offi  cial results.
“I’m extremely nervous, because 
we have what people say they’ll vote, 
but it won’t correlate to their actions,” 
said Alan Kuromoto, one of the head 
volunteers of the No on Recall cam-
paign committ ee.
SJSU’s Democratic Caucus came 
out in support of Nguyen, phone 
banking in opposition of the recall.
“(Nguyen) has a clear vision of 
where she wants to take District 7, so 
she has the backing of the rest of the 
City Council members and many of 
the associations,” said Andrae Maca-
pinlac, president of the caucus.
With the results receiving mixed 
reactions, Nguyen said she recog-
nized the need to reunite the commu-
nity and bring focus back to issues like 
housing and the economy.
CAMPUSIMAGES
Hollie Dovie, a junior business major, 
talks on her cell phone outside of the Boccardo Business 
Complex on Thursday.
MIKE ANDERSON / Spartan Daily
Continued from page 1
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Some scenes from Disney’s 
“Flubber” were fi lmed at Wash-
ington Square Hall.
Clarissa Trogdon, a junior 
criminal justice major, said that 
was all she remembered from 
her tour in the 106-degree sum-
mer weather when she was 
a freshman. 
She added it to her repertoire 
of tidbits to mention about SJSU 
when she became a student am-
bassador, a fancy name for a tour 
guide. She also talks about stu-
dents putt ing Spartan Stadium in 
Pixar’s “Th e Incredibles.”
“I like to mention how some 
students helped work on the 
fi lms ‘Cars’ and ‘Th e Incredibles’ 
because it kind of segues into 
Spartan Stadium, which we don’t 
have an opportunity to walk by 
because it’s seven blocks off -
campus,” she said. “Th ere’s a lot 
of fun facts. It’s just I don’t always 
mention all of them. 
“Like, we are one of the only 
universities in California that 
off ers a glass blowing class. If I 
think about it on the tour, I’ll 
mention it.”
“We off er a lot of stuff  at San 
Jose State that a lot of other uni-
versities don’t,” Trogdon added. 
She also mentioned four unique 
majors that SJSU off ers, which 
are advertising, aviation, meteo-
rology and forensic science.
Student Josiah Aguilar said he 
has seen campus tour groups mo-
seying around SJSU before.
“I don’t really think about 
them,” said the sophomore envi-
ronmental studies major. “I don’t 
mind them. It’s just that I see 
them around campus a lot and I 
guess they are prett y much useful 
for newbies, if you might say, for 
people who are new to San Jose 
State or interested in it. So I think 
it’s a really good aspect for new 
students. It’s an advantage for 
the college.”
Although Aguilar said he has 
not taken a campus tour, he said 
he did att end freshman orienta-
tion, where they took him around 
campus on a much shorter tour.
“I just remember a whole 
bunch of people with blue shirts 
just guiding us where, say, the 
Student Union is or the cafete-
ria,” Aguilar said. “Every now and 
then they would describe what 
the Student Union is and say, for 
example, for the Tower Hall, they 
would describe why the chair is 
up there and stuff  like that. So it 
was prett y interesting and prett y 
informative also.”
Th e chair and plank hanging 
from the top of Tower Hall rep-
resents Greek life, Trogdon said 
during a tour she guided.
Th e Welcome Center pro-
vides the tour of campus, which 
begin in the Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Library.
Th e student ambassadors take 
students and families around 
SJSU and talk about the build-
ings and happenings on campus.
“It prett y much highlights 
everything that goes on on cam-
pus and it does it not really in 
chronological order, but the path 
we take touches on all the build-
ings,” Trogdon said.
Becoming a student ambas-
sador isn’t easy, Trogdon said, be-
cause guides have to learn the his-
tory of SJSU and learn to walk back-
ward around the entire campus to 
be able to face the groups as they 
talk and walk.
“Th ere is a lovely manual 
which details all the historical 
facts about San Jose State as well 
as buildings and what’s included 
in each building,” Trogdon said. 
“Th en there is training on actual 
walking backwards and giving 
the tours. It took me about two 
weeks of training. So we just 
walk backwards and practice 
giving the tours.”
“We try to keep it as small, 
no more than 30, just so that the 
whole group can actually hear,” 
said Courtney Crocker, the cam-
pus visit coordinator. 
She added that the tours run a 
litt le under an hour.
SJSU’s visitor relations and 
admissions counseling off er two 
diff erent tours. One is an indi-
vidual tour and the other is a 
group tour.
“Th e individual tours are 
prett y much people that come 
at their own free will,” Trogdon 
said. “Th ey are individual stu-
dents that come with their par-
ents or by themselves to check 
out the campus before they fi ll 
out their intent to enroll. Group 
tours are prett y much high school 
students who come with a class 
to take a tour.”
As an SJSU student ambas-
sador, Trogdon said she tries to 
be objective. 
“If students ask me direct 
questions, I’ll give them hon-
est answers,” Trogdon said. “I’m 
not going to lie to them because, 
especially at this school, it isn’t 
what they are looking for in 
their education. I’m not going 
to tell them that they have to 
come here.”
Campus tours try to show 
prospective students and families 
that although SJSU has a small 
campus feel, it’s in a large urban 
area, said Marcella Anthony, as-
sistant director of visitor relations 
and admissions counseling.
“Th e way that our ambassa-
dors talk about that is through 
Student Involvement,” Anthony 
said. “So, gett ing involved in or-
ganizations, making a commu-
nity connection either through 
theme living or some type of 
campus involvement that helps 
to make them feel like they’re 
part of a smaller community.”
With multiple tours run-
ning Monday through Friday, 
it should come as no surprise 
that the Welcome Center sees 
about 20,000 visitors per year, 
Anthony said. 
Th e tour offi  ce also works on 
SJSU outreach and recruitment 
events that are typically in the 
fall, Anthony said.
SJSU is scheduled to give 
incoming students a preview of 
the campus, she said. Th e event, 
called Admitt ed Spartan Day, 
will be held on Saturday, April 
4, and typically hosts 5,000 to 
6,000 students and families 
on campus.
“They’re kind of tak-
ing care of business, learn-
ing the next steps in the 
admissions process and tak-
ing a campus tour as well,” 
she said.
Anthony said there are no 
statistics for people who go 
on the tours and then become 
students because the Office 
of Admissions uses a differ-
ent database. SJSU is work-
ing to get that kind of data, 
Anthony said.
Trogdon said she hopes 
the tours she gives, and cam-
pus tours in general, help out 
prospective students.
“I hope they find it informa-
tive,” Trogdon said. “There’s a 
lot of information. It’s kind of 
overwhelming sometimes, but 
the students that have actually 
taken the tours, I hope they 
just kind of get a better under-
standing of where the buildings 
are so you’re not as lost as an 
incoming student. 
“But most San Jose students 
have never taken a tour of cam-
pus. There’s a lucky few.”
Not all those who wander are lost
SCOTT REYBURN
Staff Writer
Students take a campus tour starting out at the Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Library on Thursday. 
SANDRA SANTOS / Spartan Daily High school seniors Ruben Frankel and Tamara Lawrence take 
notes during a campus tour near the King Library on Tuesday. 
SANDRA SANTOS / Spartan Daily
Josh Einsenmann, a prospective transfer student, takes a tour with guide Clarissa Trogdon. They stopped near Uchida Hall on Tuesday. 
Individual tours occur Monday through Friday at 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.
SANDRA SANTOS / Spartan Daily
“Then there is training on actual walking 
backwards and giving the tours. It took 
me about two weeks of training.”
CLARISSA TROGDON
student ambassador
Prospective students trek around SJSU on campus tours, soak up information about the university
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Hipsters, beware.
I’d rather watch Joaquin Phoe-
nix pretend to be Jim Morrison 
on “Th e David Lett erman Show” 
than sit through the documentary 
“Johnny Cash at Folsom Prison” 
ever again.
Less than a handful of songs 
— “I Got Stripes,” “25 Minutes 
to Go” and “Cocaine Blues” from 
the live show Cash recorded at 
the prison on Jan. 13, 1968 — 
were played in the documentary, 
and even then they were ruined 
by childish animation. 
If you’re expecting to rock out 
to tunes in the aisle, you’re bet-
ter off  heading over to Rasputin 
Music for the live album — or 
borrowing it. If you’re expecting 
specifi cs about the actual gig, you 
should research it yourself because 
most of the documentary doesn’t 
even get into specifi cs about the 
show — what a downer.
My other issue with the docu-
mentary is that its fl ow is unor-
ganized, and for an organization 
freak, it was one of the most ir-
ritating mistakes a director can 
make. Instead of learning vast 
amounts of information about 
Cash’s visit to Folsom Prison, as 
I expected from the fi lm’s title, it 
jumps around to footage of the 
modern-day prison and testimo-
nials of ex-inmates that didn’t 
fl ow with the black-and-white 
photographs of Cash and other 
old footage.
I dug some of the graphics, 
except a lot of the transitions in 
and out of the shots inspired nau-
sea because of all the spinning 
eff ects. A documentary should 
not be treated as a trip to Great 
America. 
I also expected more video 
interviews of Cash. Instead, there 
were way too many voiceovers 
played over photographs and b-
roll footage. I did get a chance to 
see the incredibly boring place 
where Cash grew up in Arkan-
sas. Th ere was a tacky sign by 
a road in the footage that was 
an advertisement for Johnny 
Cash T-shirts, which I felt really 
added to the atmosphere of the 
documentary. 
Interesting information is bur-
ied deep within the documentary. 
Unfortunately, there isn’t enough 
of it. 
For example, Cash translated 
the fi rst fl ight of the fi rst Russian 
jet bomber to take off  into the sky 
through Morse code while in the 
Air Force. He also ripped off  the 
song “Crescent City Blues” by 
Gordon Jenkins and made it into 
his song “Folsom Prison Blues.” 
Maybe the director will consider 
a Johnny Cash trivia game to co-
incide with the fi lm for those who 
are actually interested in Johnny 
Cash. 
Interviews with Cash’s daugh-
ter Rosanne and son John Carter 
Cash were compelling, along 
with interviews with his band-
mates from the Tennessee Two 
and Tennessee Th ree.
However, the documentary 
lost its direction by gett ing side-
tracked with Cash’s relationship 
with Folsom inmate and even-
tual touring buddy Glen Sewell. 
Th e documentary also spent too 
much time on the life of Millard 
Dedmon, which addressed why 
he was in the prison and how 
his son got involved in crime. I 
really don’t care. Th e last time I 
checked, the name of the docu-
mentary was “Johnny Cash at 
Folsom Prison” and not the sagas 
of Dedmon and Sewell.
If you really want to see it, 
“Johnny Cash at Folsom Prison” 
plays on Friday at the Camera 12 
Cinemas at 12:15 p.m. I know it’s 
hard, but don’t confuse it with 
“Th e Shawshank Redemption.” 
I thought I had a “Donnie 
Darko” movie soundtrack fl ash-
back when I was listening to the 
debut album by the White Lies, 
“To Lose My Life…” — but then 
I realized it’s still fashionably cool 
to sound retro. 
I fi nd it easy to confuse 
White Lies, from West London, 
with 1980s British phenomena 
Echo and the Bunnymen. I was 
completely sidetracked with the 
Bunnymen song, “Th e Killing 
Moon.” No, really, I listened to it 
at least 20 times when I was try-
ing to concentrate on the White 
Lies album. 
Th ere’s something so crisp 
about the fi rst wave of music that 
the second wave cannot do jus-
tice, although White Lies comes 
dangerously close.
Th e band’s signature staple 
is the deep, brooding voice of 
lead singer Harry McVeigh that 
haunts the entire album and really 
polishes the band’s hollow 
production sound. His voice is 
similar to that of Paul Banks, the 
lead singer of indie New York 
band Interpol. Both lead singers 
share Ian Curtis-like qualities, al-
though fail in any way to surpass 
the almighty Joy Division. Unfor-
tunately for McVeigh, his lyrics 
don’t deserve the same sentence 
as the genius that was Curtis.  
A couple of songs on the 
album really stood out for me. 
Th e fi rst was “Fift y on Our Fore-
heads,” which sent chills up my 
spine because McVeigh actually 
pulls off  an unintentional male 
impression of 1960s junkie/sing-
er Nico, I kid you not. I’m assum-
ing he left  the heroin at home …
Th e next song, “Farewell to 
the Fairground,” sounds like the 
beginning of “New Year’s Day” by 
Irish band U2. Th is is a bit odd, 
but then I remember that the 
spirit of the 1980s must manifest 
itself in a multitude of places in 
retro bands, not just a few. Half-
way through the song, most of 
the music stops, except for a cou-
ple of guitar riff s, which sound 
too similar to the riff s in Th e Cars 
song, “Just What I Needed.” I sus-
pect a band member left  his iPod 
on while he was asleep.
Th e only original aspect of the 
tune is part of its lyrics, which are 
about how rides at a fair no longer 
work. Lame as that may be with 
no cott on candy to sweeten it 
up, I feel a bit embarrassed about 
calling it original, but I will give 
it to the band anyway. Th e rest of 
the lyrics are, “there’s no place like 
home,” where the band even rips 
off  Dorothy from “Th e Wizard 
of Oz” which is an obvious low 
point. Why she was on his iPod, 
I don’t want to know. But the rest 
of the song is just so damn good 
that it doesn’t matt er. 
I am sure inventors of the new 
old-genre “post-punk revival” 
(a litt le less memorable than the 
music label “grunge”) welcome 
White Lies into their arms. Re-
gardless, it has a spot in my album 
collection near a dusty shadow, 
where it will feel right at home. 
It’s refreshing to hear popu-
lar British music in the States 
that isn’t wimpy Coldplay music 
(goodbye piano, hello keyboard 
with character). Th ank you, 
White Lies. I’m sure you’ll be 
hearing some of the band’s tunes 
at trendy Th ursday 1980s music 
nights at Th e Blank Club some-
time soon.
Johnny would have stomped this movie
White Lies lost in gloomy ’80s 
JULIANNE SHAPIRO
Staff Writer
JULIANNE SHAPIRO
Staff Writer
MOVIE REVIEW:  ‘JOHNNY CASH AT FOLSOM PRISON’
CD REVIEW: ‘TO LOSE MY LIFE...’
Courtesy of C-Films.comJohnny Cash during his 1968 
  performance at Folsom State Prison.
White Lies lineup Jack Lawrence-Brown, 
Harry McVeigh and Charles Cave.
Courtesy of The List
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Steven had the brilliant idea 
to write a play based on his close 
friends. Th e only problem is, the 
actors don’t want to cooperate 
and a killer is on the loose.
Steven is the main character 
in “Generic Th riller,” a movie 
writt en and directed by SJSU 
Associate Professor Scott  Sublett . 
It premieres at the San Jose Cine-
quest Film Festival this week.
“Generic Th riller is a farce 
about the inner-life of a writer 
cracking up,” he said.
Sublett  said it fi rst started out 
as “a real, straight-forward sincere 
thriller,” but became “a fi nished, 
straight-forward murder thriller.”
Th e idea for the script came to 
Sublett  in the early ’90s, when he 
was in graduate school at UCLA. 
He said he didn’t go back to it 
until he re-wrote it fi ve years ago 
as a “modernist self-refl exive fi lm 
about a fi lm.”
Brad Kranich, who graduated 
from SJSU in 2005, acted in “Ge-
neric Th riller,” playing Peter.
He describes Peter as “the frat 
boy in a strange world that Sublett  
had created.”
Th is was the fi rst feature fi lm 
he was involved in. He said he’s 
glad he was able to work with 
Sublett .
“Every day we worked on set it 
was fun,” Kranich said. “(Sublett ) 
had such a great att itude about ev-
erything and everybody felt that.”
Th e fi lm takes place in an emp-
ty theater, which represents the 
mind of the writer. Backgrounds 
constantly transform because the 
writer is always inventing new lo-
cations, he said. Sets appear, sets 
disappear, sets are right next to 
each other, Sublett  said.
Sublett  used the television, ra-
dio, fi lm and theatre department’s 
facilities to fi lm his movie. He said 
that the department supported 
his eff orts.
“Generic Th riller” is not the 
only movie Sublett  is involved in 
at this year’s Cinequest. He was 
also executive producer for “All 
About Dad,” a fi lm writt en and 
directed by SJSU alumnus Mark 
Tran.
Tran, who graduated in 2007, 
wrote the script in Sublett ’s 
screenwriting class when he was a 
sophomore at SJSU.
“All About Dad” is a comedy-
drama about a Vietnamese-Amer-
ican family.
“I helped him develop the 
script, urged him to fi nish the 
script when he wasn’t sure,” Sub-
lett  said. “I had complete confi -
dence not only in the script, but 
in Mark Tran as a director.”
Th e long process of writing, 
producing and delivering a fi lm 
takes most fi lmmakers about fi ve 
years, he said. Although Sublett  
said he is thrilled about being a 
part of Cinequest, his intention 
was to make a professional-caliber 
fi lm that would get national distri-
bution, and at least on DVD.
He said he achieved that goal.
“Th e fi lm has indeed been 
picked up for distribution, so 
you’ll be able to rent it on Netfl ix, 
you’ll see it at Blockbuster,” Sub-
lett  said. “We hope to get televi-
sion sales as well. Th e distributor 
is very optimistic about that.”
If Cinequest audiences have 
good reactions to “Generic Th rill-
er,” it could get theatrical distribu-
tion, he said.
Sublett  said that “All About 
Dad” may not have to wait too 
long to get to that point.
“Th ey’re talking about theatri-
cal distribution for (the movie) 
already, because it’s so appealing 
to such a wide range of people,” he 
said. “Especially the Vietnamese-
American community who have 
not seen themselves in fi lm very 
much.”
A majority of the actors for 
“Generic Th riller” were cast from 
auditions, but some of the college-
age characters were from students 
at the television, radio, fi lm and 
theatre department.
A well-known actress he cast 
for the fi lm is Shirley Jones, from 
the fi lm “Grandma’s Boy” and the 
television series “Th e Partridge 
Family.”
Currently, Sublett  has orga-
nized a campuswide conjunction 
with the school of art and design, 
the school of music and dance 
and some actors from the theatre 
program to produce “Bye bye bin 
Laden.” It is an animated musical 
about religious extremism, Amer-
icans and the war in Iraq.
“It’s never been done before,” 
he said. “It is the world’s fi rst ani-
mated feature fi lm ever made at a 
university, anywhere.”
“Generic Th riller” will be fea-
tured tonight at the San Jose Rep-
ertory Th eatre at 7:30 p.m. and 
at 11:30 a.m. on Sunday at the 
California Th eatre on First Street. 
Sublett  will be at both screenings 
for a question and answer session 
at the end of the movie.
“Un Autre Homme,” also 
known by its English title, “An-
other Man,” is a French-lan-
guage Swiss fi lm that fi lls the 
screen with puff s of smoke and 
a carton of seduction.
Like unwrapping plastic off 
a pack of cigarett es, the fi lm 
begins as fresh snow covers the 
town of Vallee de Joux. It covers 
the life of Francois, played by 
Robin Harsch, a journalist who 
lands a job as a fi lm critic for a 
small, local newspaper called 
L’Echo de la Vallee. 
Th e black-and-white drama 
progresses through the bad hab-
its of Francois as one leads to 
another. Fresh snow is used as 
an example of Francois’ inno-
cent beginnings but as the snow 
melts, things change.
With no clue about cinema, 
Francois plagiarizes movie re-
views from a French magazine, 
Travelling.
Cigarett e smoke from the 
fake fi lm critic permeates the 
fi lm, scene aft er scene, whether 
he is in a cinema, a residence or 
around people. He is asked re-
peatedly throughout the fi lm to 
put out the cigarett e. Francois’ 
endless amounts of smoking 
showed that he continuously 
kept to his bad habits through-
out the fi lm concluding with a 
visible and lingering odor.
Th e constant smoking makes 
the fi lm an 89-minute smoking 
commercial. Francois’ incessant 
smoking is used as a special ef-
fect to enhance the fi lm, but by 
the end of the movie, it becomes 
intolerable.
His girlfriend, Christine, crit-
icizes his work and tells him that 
readers only care about sports 
results, not movie reviews. Th e 
pair’s relationship fades away 
like a puff  from the tip of Fran-
cois’ favorite bad habit. 
However, he does not dump 
her and continues to live in the 
same household as he begins 
to engage in a new sexual game 
with a fellow movie critic. 
During a fi lm screening, Fran-
cois meets Rosa, a well-estab-
lished fi lm reviewer who writes 
for the newspaper, L’Epoque, 
and is played by Natacha Kou-
tchoumov. He sits behind Rosa 
during movie screenings and 
watches her every move. 
In their fi rst social encounter, 
they make eye contact and she 
approaches him to ask for salted 
sunfl ower seeds. Th is is when I 
become more interested in the 
life of Francois and what else 
the story has in store.
Like the strike of a match, 
things begin to unravel for Fran-
cois. Rosa discovers his litt le 
plagiarizing secret and begins to 
seduce him in her erotic game. 
At this moment, director Lio-
nel Baier begins to fi ll the screen 
with erotic moments that would 
give parents a heart att ack. 
With nudity and racy scenes, 
the fi lm holds an NC-17 rating. 
Scenes dive into erotic play with 
chopsticks and other objects 
that can cause gasps of shock. 
Th e scenes surely test the Amer-
ican movie rating system. 
With the inclusion of racy 
scenes by Baier, they become 
like nicotine, where each scene 
becomes more addicting than 
the earlier ones. 
Francois follows Rosa’s se-
duction throughout the fi lm 
as he drops friends and former 
loves along the way like a ciga-
rett e into an ashtray. 
Th e life of this man begins 
fresh like snow but as the fi lm 
progress, you start to wonder if 
he will ever revert back to the in-
nocent man he once was. 
“Another Man” uses sex to 
wheel in the audience but uses 
truth to keep viewers tuned in 
and uncover the “other man” 
Francois is.
SJSU associate professor’s creativity on display at Cinequest
Racy fi lm sends smoke signals of lust and deception
STEPHANIE VALLEJO
Staff Writer
DAN LU
Staff Writer
MOVIE REVIEW: ‘ANOTHER MAN’
“Every day we 
worked on set it 
was fun. (Sublett) 
had such a great 
attitude about 
everything.”
BRAD KRANICH
Playing Peter “The Frat Boy”
Francois, top, played by Robin Harsch, and Rosa, 
played by Natacha Koutchoumov, have incendiary 
chemistry in “Another Man.”
Courtesy of Un Autre Homme Web site
Courtesy of SJSU department of television, 
radio, fi lm and theatre
Associate Professor Scott Sublett being interviewed at 
Cinequest. Sublett wrote and directed “Generic Thriller,” 
which is playing at this year’s festival.
The black-and-white drama progresses 
through the bad habits of Francois as one 
leads to another. Fresh snow is used as an 
example of Francois’ innocent beginnings 
but as the snow melts, things change.
Sharks head coach Todd 
McLellan said center Joe Pavel-
ski has been one of San Jose’s 
best players over the past 
month.
After Pavelski was ejected 
late in the first period with the 
score tied 1-1, the Sharks could 
not recover.
Stars’ left winger James Neal 
had two goals and center Mike 
Modano recorded an assist and 
the game-winning goal as the 
Dallas Stars beat the San Jose 
Sharks 4-1 at the Tank on Tues-
day.
The Sharks’ and Stars’ bad 
blood started in the first period 
when Dallas’ leading-scorer 
Mike Ribeiro and San Jose’s 
Pavelski high-sticked each oth-
er on the same shift. They each 
received four penalty minutes 
for their actions.
Temper’s overflowed in the 
final seconds of the period.
With the score tied 1-1, 
Stars’ goaltender Marty Turco 
made a save in the crease as 
several Sharks tried to push 
the puck and Turco into the 
net. A violent scrum ensued in 
front of the Stars’ net, as Pavel-
ski knocked defenseman Darryl 
Sydor down to the ground.
Pavelski picked up a five-
minute penalty and a game 
misconduct for intent to injure 
by head butting and the only 
Dallas penalty was a two-min-
ute roughing minor assessed to 
Sydor.
“I was surprised more than 
anything,” Pavelski said of the 
call. “I thought it was more of a 
yank down.”
Overall, the Sharks and Stars 
combined for 41 penalty min-
utes in the first period, 28 of 
which were served by San Jose.
“I think we crossed a line a 
little bit,” McLellan said. “We 
want to be physical, we want to 
stand our ground, but I thought 
we lost a little bit of focus on 
what the ultimate prize was, 
and that was the win.”
The second period began 
four-on-four, and Sharks’ cen-
ter Patrick Marleau nearly 
scored on a shot through his 
own legs. 
Defenseman Rob Blake’s 
shot from the point was de-
flected by a Stars’ defender to 
Marleau, who made the acro-
batic attempt with his back to-
ward the goal as he was skating 
away from the Stars’ net. Turco, 
however, made a sprawling 
stick save, keeping the game 
tied at one.
With Sydor’s penalty-time 
elapsed and Pavelski serv-
ing the remainder of his five-
minute major, Blake received 
a two-minute cross-checking 
minor, giving the Stars a full 
two-minute five-on-three ad-
vantage. 
After several saves by Sharks’ 
goaltender Brian Boucher, the 
Stars found the back of the net 
with three seconds left on the 
Blake minor. Sharks’ long-time 
nemesis Modano received a 
cross-ice pass from Ribeiro and 
beat Boucher on the short side, 
giving the Stars a 2-1 lead.
“Definitely not killing off 
the five-on-three, with some-
thing like six seconds left, that’s 
tough to swallow,” said San 
Jose’s captain Marleau. “But if 
anything, that should get you 
fired up to get it back.”
At the game’s halfway point, 
the Stars were outshooting the 
Sharks 21-9.
“I think it was a pretty physi-
cal game and we held our own 
pretty good,” Marleau said. 
“But we needed to get our of-
fense going, execute plays and 
get our forecheck going.” 
The Stars pulled away early 
in the third period as center 
Brian Sutherby’s backhand 
flick went past Boucher short 
side, again, and the Stars took a 
two-goal lead. 
Defenseman Matt Nis-
kanen and left winger Fabian 
Brunnstrom picked up the as-
sists on the goal.
Neal scored the game’s final 
goal on a two-on-one break 
away when he received a pass 
from Modano and Boucher 
could not slide from one side 
of the net to the other in time. 
The assist gave Modano two 
points in the game and his 70th 
overall point against the Sharks 
— the third most all-time.
Overall, Turco stopped 24 
of 25 shots, marking his 21st 
career win against the Sharks. 
The Stars had more chances 
from the onset, outshooting 
the Sharks 13-5 in the first 
period.
Dallas struck first on a goal 
by left winger Neal at 6:35 in 
the first period.
“We worked our defen-
sive zone coverage in practice 
and some of the mistakes we 
made tonight were directly ad-
dressed,” said San Jose coach 
Todd McLellan. “Either we 
did a very poor job as coaches 
addressing them, or we didn’t 
pick up on some of the cues in 
our zone.”
Stars’ Brunnstrom received 
a pass behind the net and found 
Sutherby on the doorstep. 
Sutherby’s shot was saved by 
Boucher, but the rebound went 
to Neal, who shot the puck into 
the vacated left side of the net.
Less than three minutes lat-
er, quick passing by the Sharks 
led to their lone goal by center 
Joe Thornton. 
“It was beautiful,” McLellan 
said. “They moved the puck 
real well and our power play 
has done that a few times.”
Defenseman Dan Boyle 
fi rst stopped the Stars’ att empt 
to clear the puck, and then 
passed the puck through a Dal-
las defenseman’s legs to right 
winger Devin Setoguchi in the 
slot. Setoguchi found defen-
seman Christian Ehrhoff  cut-
ting to the net on the opposite 
side and Ehrhoff  put a shot-
pass right through the crease to 
Th ornton who redirected the 
puck past Turco.
With the loss, the Sharks 
have lost two regulation games 
in a row for the first time this 
season.
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1st 2nd 3rd T
DALLAS 1 1 2 4
SAN JOSE 1 0 0 1
Neal, Modano lift Stars above San Jose, 4-1
SHARKS
JOEY AKELEY
Multimedia Editor
Courtesy of the San Jose SharksSan Jose’s Milan Michalek (left) , Ryane Clowe (right) and Dallas’ Nicklas Grossman (center)
jockey for position in front of the Stars’ net at HP Pavilion on Tuesday night. Goalie Marty Turco (behind) stopped 
24 of 25 shots in Dallas’ 4-1 victory.
Loss marks fi rst time 
Sharks have lost 
consecutive games in 
regulation this season
 Classifieds
EMPLOYMENT
EARN EXTRA MONEY Stu-
dents needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being 
a mystery shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791 
STUDENT WORK (NEAR 
SJSU) As featured in the Wall 
Street Journal in August 2008. 
*$17.70 BASE-appt. 
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES 
*No experience necessary 
*Training provided 
*Customer sales/ service 
*Scholarships awarded annually 
*Internships possible 
*Some conditions apply 
*All majors may apply 
CALL FOR INTERVIEW 
(408) 866-1100 
(650) 940-9400 
(510) 790-2100 
www.workforstudents.com/ sjsu 
SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED: 
Make $5-$25 per survey. www. 
GetPaidToThink.com 
GREEK MESSAGES
CAMBROIDERY
No minimum order for embroi-
dery or printing... Fraternity/
Sorority emblems 475 Stock-
ton Ave. (408)298-2399
SERVICES
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL 
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair 
PC Data Recovery Remove 
Virus Rental Trade Laptop & 
Parts (408)469-5999 
CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces.  
Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.  
The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces.  
A minimum of three lines is required. 
Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS:   1          2         3          4
RATE:  $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00 
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE. 
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
 • RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY.  •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID. 
 • NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.  
Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.  
STUDENT ID REQUIRED.  
Rate applies to student’s individual ads only.  Not intended for businesses and/or other persons. 
Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services 
advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied.  The classified 
columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and 
offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain 
advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific 
telephone numbers or addresses for additional information.  
Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these 
further contacts, they should require complete information before 
sending money for goods or services.  In addition, readers should 
carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons 
for discount vacations or merchandise. 
Need a Roommate?
Need a Job?
Need a Roommate
with a Job?
Spartan Daily
Classiﬁeds
Did you imagine your life this 
way?
I thought, “I’m not going to 
be one of those college students 
in debt.”
I thought wrong.
I dream I’ll have an awesome 
job when I graduate.
It hurts when I pinch myself.
I promise I won’t be like my 
parents.
Promises are made to be 
broken.
Perhaps Him Huy never 
thought, “I’ll slaughter children 
today. I’ll kill thousands of my 
fellow Cambodians. I’ll swing an 
iron bar at the back of their heads 
as many times as it takes.”
But he did it anyway.
Him Huy, one of the guards 
at Cambodia’s notorious pris-
on, awaits trial for the torture 
and murder of 1.7 million Cam-
bodians. 
“I had no choice,” he said. “If I 
hadn’t killed them, I would have 
been killed myself.”
Th at is the worst joke I’ve 
ever heard.
Th ere is always a choice. 
Perhaps it’s between options 
you don’t like, but there are still 
choices. Take Friday classes or 
7:30 a.m. classes? Spend gas 
money or walk 10 blocks? Kill or 
be killed?
He should have chosen be-
ing killed. Always choose gett ing 
killed. When it’s between thou-
sands of people and you (aka one 
person), get killed.
We all know what Him Huy 
chose, but it hardly comes as 
a shock. Th ey call survival the 
most feral desire for a reason.
Nonetheless, Him Huy may 
be the only person who’s sur-
prised at what he’s done. 
Perhaps the possibility that 
he’d be the villain never occurred 
to him. He probably imagined 
this kind of situation a hundred 
times and each time, he came out 
as the hero. 
Reality slapped him — hard.
Personally, I’d like to think that 
if I were in a similar situation, I 
would do the right thing. Howev-
er, in the back of my mind, I know 
that I could just as easily fall by the 
wayside. Fear, among other out-
side factors, could blur the lines 
between what I know I should do 
and what I end up doing.
Th is thought was echoed by 
Chum Mey, a survivor.
“My thought is not to put the 
blame on Him Huy, because I 
don’t know what I would have 
done in his place,” he said. “I 
don’t think I would have been 
able to disobey.”
It appears that almost 600 
prison employees refused to kill 
their fellow Cambodians. In re-
turn for their defi ance, they were 
murdered. If hundreds could 
do it, I don’t see why Him Huy 
couldn’t.
Like Him Huy, I bet those 600 
Cambodians pictured their lives 
diff erently. Perhaps they never 
thought of working at a prison. 
Perhaps they never thought 
they’d be murdered. Perhaps 
they never thought of themselves 
as heroes, but heroes they are.
To honor them, Him Huy 
shouldn’t be spared from the ap-
propriate punishment. He has 
the nerve to claim that he is a 
“victim” of the genocide. Th at’s 
nothing but an insult to the real 
victims of the Cambodian Kill-
ing Fields. 
Even though Him Huy 
may have forgott en what he 
imagined for his life, let’s not 
forget that he is the bad guy 
here. He may think he’ll get 
away with it, but things have a 
way of taking a diff erent turn.
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OPINION PAGE POLICY
  Letters to the editor may be placed in 
the letters to the editor box in the Spartan 
Daily offi ce in Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 
209, sent by fax to (408) 924-3282, 
e-mailed to spartandaily@casa.sjsu.
edu or mailed to the Spartan Daily 
Opinion Editor, School of Journalism and 
Mass Communications, San Jose State 
University, One Washington Square, 
San Jose, CA 95112-0149.
  Letters to the editor must contain the 
author’s name, address, phone number, 
signature and major. Letters become 
property of the Spartan Daily and may 
be edited for clarity, grammar, libel and 
length. Only letters of 300 words or less 
will be considered for publication.
  Published opinions and advertisements 
do not necessarily refl ect the views of the 
Spartan Daily, the School of Journalism 
and Mass Communications or SJSU.
  The Spartan Daily is a public forum.
Spartan 
Daily
DID YOU KNOW...
Victoria’s Secret lingerie is made in prison? South 
Carolina inmates were hired by a subcontractor 
in the 1990s to stitch the garments.
— The Nation
Turning a mundane existence around
Despite a reprieve from 
the snooze butt on, the alarm 
clock’s garish face still burned 
“6:30” into my closed eyes. 
I spent the next fi ve minutes 
fantasizing about possible sce-
narios where I won’t have to 
get out of bed.
“How many more days will 
I have to do this?” I thought 
while watching soap suds swirl 
helplessly toward the shower 
drain. “How many days have I 
already done this?” Th e last of 
the suds descend into oblivion 
and I realize I can’t answer ei-
ther question. 
Everyone has their own way 
of measuring their lives. For 
some, it’s drawing “X”s on the 
calendar. Th e days beginning 
with “S” and two weeks out of 
the year are set aside to catch 
their breath. Th ey’ll retire in 
four years and they’ll die in fi ve, 
but at least they kept track. 
I used to measure mine at 
120 feet. Th at was the length of 
the rope that I trusted my life 
with every day. 
Aft er a while, the thoughts 
of those coarse braids disap-
pointing me dropped like the 
pages of a calendar. Aft er all, 
it’s not the fall, it’s hitt ing the 
ground that hurts.
For seven years, I was an 
arborist. I regularly spent six 
hours a day in the top of which-
ever of nature’s towers our cus-
tomers found unfi t. Th e days 
were comparable to a Grey-
hound bus ride, it could range 
anywhere from mildly uncom-
fortable to hellish, depending 
on the exact circumstances.
However, like my very good 
friend the rope, over the years 
I began to fray and stiff en. We 
didn’t bend like we used to. We 
both looked dirtier at the end 
of the day than I seem to have 
remembered, and neither one 
of us was quite as safe in the 
tree. 
Th e days were blurring, but 
each one had the same end, 
same perfunctory beginning. 
It was time to change.
Now I want to measure my 
life in pages and people. Pages 
that record what I’ve seen.
Pages that hit a reader’s 
mind with the vividness of a 
morning dream and the per-
manence of a tombstone. Pag-
es that let me share my experi-
ences with people who haven’t, 
couldn’t or never will. 
I don’t want to start count-
ing days on a calendar. I don’t 
want to quantify my life at all. 
Every issue of the Spartan 
Daily eventually ends up scat-
tered and forgott en. 
But hopefully, somewhere 
in that ink and pulp, we’re 
learning how to contribute to 
fulfi lling the responsibility of 
journalism and how to avoid 
turning to soap suds for the 
meaning of life.
Killing in the name of survival
CHRIS CURRY
For Those About to Read
SCOTT REYBURN
Ståff Writer
Scott Reyburn is a Spartan
Daily staff writer.
Don’t judge others by their hobbies
Him Huy, one of 
the guards at 
Cambodia’s 
notorious prison, 
awaits trial for the 
torture and murder 
of 1.7 million 
Cambodians. 
KIMBERLY TSAO
Itʼs Down to This
For seven years, 
I was an arborist. 
I regularly spent six 
hours a day in the 
top of whichever of 
nature’s towers our 
customers found 
unfi t. Chris Curry is a Spartan 
Daily A & E editor. “For 
Those About to Read”
appears every Wednesday.
Kimberly Tsao is a Spartan 
Daily features editor. “It’s 
Down to This” appears every 
Wednesday.
Who has the right to judge 
hobbies?
Nobody does, that’s who.
Just as people come in diff er-
ent shapes, sizes and personali-
ties, so do hobbies.
People who deem certain 
hobbies as meaningless need to 
look at themselves in a mirror, 
drop their highbrow bullshit, 
and be accepting of who people 
are, including their hobbies.
I’ve played video games all 
my life. It probably all started 
because my dad once worked 
for the now fabled Atari. When 
I was old enough to understand 
what video games were, I dug 
the Atari 2600 out of my garage 
and the rest is history.
When I meet new people and 
they ask me what I like to do, I 
start to list my passion for hock-
ey, watching movies and then, 
like it’s some dirty litt le secret, I 
let it rip that I play video games. 
People’s faces start to rotate up-
side down with a puzzled look, 
like how Stewie Griffi  n from 
“Family Guy” does it, with his 
football shaped head.
I then ask, what’s wrong with 
playing video games? Nobody 
can ever come up with a real, 
good reason.
So if I see someone give me 
that look when I tell them I play 
video games, I tell them to take 
a look at what they do spending 
their free time. It’s called free 
time for a reason. Emphasis on 
the word “free.”
Playing video games, watch-
ing TV, listening to music, 
shopping and collecting action 
fi gures, are all hobbies anyone 
could say are meaningless.
But how can playing video 
games be more meaningless 
than other hobbies? Making 
fun of people who try to achieve 
that next high score, when prett y 
much nobody plays video games 
in that manner aside from Pac-
Man champion Billy Mitchell, is 
not good at all.
It’s hypocritical to label vid-
eo games as unproductive while 
putt ing a drunken good time on 
a pedestal. Even if that drunken 
good time is coupled with play-
ing video games such as “Rock 
Band” and “Call of Duty.”
Video games are a good social 
activity, regardless of whether or 
not you’re drunk. I enjoy playing 
games sober alone, with friends 
and with friends online.
By no means am I addicted 
to video games. Anyone can 
become addicted to anything, 
including a hobby.
Do I regret playing video 
games, like its some bad habit? 
No, absolutely not. I never re-
gret anything. When I make a 
decision, I never look back.
I play video games like many 
others for the enjoyment of it, 
to escape from reality to new 
or familiar worlds, to play with 
friends online, and to build ca-
maraderie with friends.
Just because I, and many oth-
ers, have gained something out 
of playing games gives no right 
to anyone to judge why I play 
video games or partake in any 
other hobby.
Playing devil’s advocate, I can 
say watching TV is just as mean-
ingless as playing video games. 
Nobody gets anything of value 
out of watching hours of TV 
shows such “Dancing with the 
Stars” or “Celebrity Apprentice” 
in his or her free time.
Most video gamers don’t la-
bel video game playing as their 
greatest accomplishment in life.
Hundreds of millions of people 
play video games and I’m prett y 
sure they have a life outside of 
video games.
I must also quickly point out 
that the video game industry 
generates billons, not millions, 
of dollars a year and has a higher 
revenue than yearly box offi  ce 
sales. 
I have my priorities set. I 
play video games during my free 
time. 
If I don’t play for an extended 
period of time, Lucifer will not 
fall from the heavens again and 
the world will not come to an 
end.
Stand up for your hobby. 
Don’t be ashamed of it. If peo-
ple out there proceed with their 
dumb arguments, then call them 
ignorant fools. 
Wear your hobby proud on 
your shoulder.
I’ve played video 
games all my life. It 
probably all started 
because my dad 
once worked for the 
now fabled Atari. 
When I was old 
enough to under-
stand what video 
games were, I dug 
the Atari 2600 out 
of my garage and 
the rest is history.
CARTY SEWILL/Spartan Daily
Th e litt le card inside the wal-
lets of all SJSU students has more 
to off er then many know about. 
Th e Tower Card, which 
serves as a student identifi ca-
tion card, has its perks on and 
off  campus.
“Th e card is provided free 
along with tuition,” said Claudia 
Gonzalez, a student assistant at 
the Bursar’s Offi  ce. “If the card 
is lost or stolen, a replacement is 
fi ve dollars.”
With the economy in its cur-
rent state and Student Union 
fees going up $30 every se-
mester aft er this one, the Tow-
er Card off ers free access to 
events and facilities on campus 
and discounts at off -campus 
businesses.
Some of the perks on cam-
pus include extra hours at the 
library aft er closing time, extra 
library services, access to facili-
ties and student services on cam-
pus, such as the Student Union, 
Event Center, Student Health 
Center, Admission and Records 
Offi  ce, and other frequently used 
student services.
Th e Tower Card also off ers 
free rides on the VTA light rail 
and buses with the Associated 
Students Eco Pass sticker. Th e 
card also serves as a debit account, 
in which students can pre-deposit 
money into their account called 
Gold Points, which then can be 
used to purchase various goods 
and services on campus.
Pamela Tiscareno, a senior 
hospitality major, said she typi-
cally adds $10 to her Tower Card 
each semester for services.
“I use it for the light rail, the 
writing center and to print pa-
pers in the Clark building,” Tis-
careno said.
Lao Phan, a senior advertising 
management major, said she has 
used her Tower Card for numer-
ous services on campus.
“I think the Tower Card is 
convenient for students to have, 
because they can borrow books, 
videos, CDs and also print,” she 
said. “When I needed to print, 
all I had to do was add money 
to my card.”
Not all students know about 
the services that are off ered 
with the Tower Card. A student 
can use the card to print out a 
term paper at the last minute at 
the A.S. Print Shop or to swim 
laps on a hot day at the Aquatic 
Center.
Students can also use the card 
to work out for free in the Event 
Center Sport Club fi tness center 
to get into shape for spring break 
or to purchase summer swim-
wear. Another service students 
can benefi t from is health care 
from the Student Health Center.
“Regularly-enrolled students 
pay a mandatory health service 
fee that entitles them to receive 
primary health care services at 
no additional cost,” said Marisa 
Tregrossi, an administrative as-
sistant at the Student Health 
Center.
Th ere are students who use 
their Tower Card to take advan-
tage of the deals and discounts 
on and off  campus.
Damien Tran, a junior ac-
counting major, said he has used 
his Tower Card to get discount-
ed games at the Student Union 
bowling alley.
“I feel that the discount re-
duced the price a lot,” he said. “It 
made me feel more comfortable 
playing a few extra games than I 
normally would.”
Tran said he is more likely to 
return to businesses that off er 
student discounts.
Darren Coelho, the assistant 
athletic director for ticket oper-
ations, said on-campus sporting 
events are always free with the 
Tower Card. Ashley Perreira, a 
senior psychology major, said 
she att ended a Spartans foot-
ball game using her Tower Card, 
and that she is aware that busi-
nesses off er student discounts 
with the card. She said she 
thinks it’s great.
“But for those of us who don’t 
spend much time in San Jose and 
commute to school, we don’t 
get to take advantage of the dis-
counts,” said Perreira, who com-
mutes from Fremont to SJSU.
Cherisse Toves, a junior so-
ciology major, said she has used 
her Tower Card to purchase dis-
counted tickets to play perfor-
mances but has not used her card 
for other services.
“I think it’s more benefi cial 
for the people who live on cam-
pus who prett y much use the ser-
vices and discounts.”
There are numerous busi-
nesses that surround the uni-
versity that offer all types of 
discounts to SJSU students 
with the Tower Card. Some 
of the businesses have adver-
tised around campus to get the 
word out on their student of-
fers, but not every deal is well 
publicized. From food to mov-
ies to haircuts, the card allows 
many perks.
Ballet San Jose, which has 
upcoming performances of “A 
Midsummer’s Night Dream” 
and “Song and Dance,” off ers 
discounted tickets to students at 
$10. Th e company uses the Tow-
er Card as student verifi cation. 
Th e $10 price tag for students 
is $75 dollars less than general 
admission.
“It is some of the most amaz-
ing performers dancing the most 
amazing roles you’ll ever see,” 
said Debra Weber, an outreach 
coordinator for Ballet San Jose.
Ron Regalia, offi  ce manager 
of Camera Cinemas, said dis-
counts are off ered to students at 
all four of their locations, includ-
ing the Camera 12 and Camera 3 
theaters downtown.
“Since we’re only blocks away 
from campus, we want to bring 
students in to see some movies,” 
Regalia said.
Camera Cinemas off ers dis-
counted student movie tickets 
at $7.50 and a student night ev-
ery Wednesday aft er 6:00 p.m., 
in which for any movie is $6 
with a Tower Card.
Robin Finney, manager of 
Asqew Grill, said his restaurant 
off ers discounts all day.
“Typically students don’t have 
a lot of money,” Finney said. “We 
just want to give them a hand.”
Th ere are more than 25 busi-
nesses that off er discounts to stu-
dents with the Tower Card every 
day, and not many students take 
advantage of the deals. From 
goods and services, to places of 
interest and food, there are perks, 
discounts and deals for any stu-
dent with a Tower Card.
Rick Fleming, general man-
ager of Flames Eatery and Bar on 
Fourth Street, said he off ers dis-
counts to students because they 
don’t have that much money 
to spend.
“We’re there for you. We want 
people to come down and have 
a good time,” Fleming said. “We 
want to make sure all of us are 
happy, faculty too.”
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Reaping the benefi ts of the Tower Card
San Jose businesses and campus offer discounts, 
deals, and bonuses for having an SJSU ID card
Illustration by MEGAN HAMILTON
DAN LU
Staff Writer
On Campus Goods and 
Services:
Aquatic Center, One 
Washington Square, San Jose, CA 
95192, (408) 924-6341, www.
union.sjsu.edu/Aquatic_Center/
aquatic_center.html. Discount: 
The pool is accessible for current 
enrolled SJSU Students. Valid with 
Tower Card.
Spartan Gold Points, www.
spartanshops.com/goldpoints. 
Pre-deposited dollars in your 
individual account, which enables 
students to purchase various goods 
and services on campus. These 
points are accessed with your SJSU 
Tower Card. 
Spartan Sporting Events, various 
venues which include Aquatic Center, 
Event Center, Municipal Stadium, 
Spartan Stadium, Spartan Gym, 
Blethen Field and other venues. 
Discount: Free admission. Valid 
with Tower Card. Darren Coelho – 
assistant athletic director for ticket 
operations.
Sport Club Fitness Center, One 
Washington Square, San Jose, CA 
95192, (408) 924-6368, www.
union.sjsu.edu/ec/EC_Sport_Club/
ec_sport_club.html. Discount: Free 
use of fi tness center which includes 
gym, dance studio, courts and 
lockers. Valid with Tower Card.
Student Health Center 
(408) 924-6120 www.sjsu.edu/
studenthealth. Regularly-enrolled 
students pay a mandatory health 
service fee that entitles them to 
receive primary health care services 
at no additional cost. Valid with 
Tower Card. Marisa Tregrossi – 
administrative assistant.
Student Union Bowling Center, 
One Washington Square, San Jose, 
CA 95192, (408) 924-6400, www.
union.sjsu.edu/su/Bowling_
Center/bowling_center.html. 
Discount: $1.80 per game, $1.50 for 
shoe rental. Valid with Tower Card. 
Roger Aquino – front desk.
Food and Restaurants:
Asqew Grill, 200 S. First St., 
San Jose, CA 95113, (408) 275-
1962, www.asqewgrill.com. Two 
Discounts: 10 percent off every day 
and 20 percent off during the hours 
of 3 p.m.-5 p.m. Valid with Tower 
Card. Robin Finney – manager.
Cafe Yolicious, 110 E. San 
Fernando St., San Jose, CA 
95112, (408) 279-8867, www.
cafeyolicious.com. Discount: every 
Tuesday 50 percent off on frozen 
yogurt. Valid with Tower Card. 
Raquel Tumber – manager.
Dandelion Vegetarian Cafe, 
322 E. Santa Clara St., San Jose, 
CA 95113, (408) 288-6788, www.
dandelionvegetariancafe.com. 
Discount: 10 percent off. Valid with 
Tower Card. Frankie Cheah – owner.
Extreme Pizza, 30 E. Santa 
Clara St., Suite 130, San Jose, CA 
95113, (408) 293-8008, www.
extremepizza.com. Discount: 10 
percent off regular items only, not 
valid on specials or alcohol. Valid 
with Tower Card. Louise Tang – 
general manager. 
Flames Eatery and Bar, 88 S. 
Fourth St., San Jose, CA 95112, 
(408) 971-1960, www.fl ameseatery.
com. Discount: 10 percent off all 
day, including 10 percent off during 
happy hour 3 p.m.-6 p.m. M-F. Valid 
with Tower Card. Rickey Fleming – 
general manager. 
Hally K Ono, 312 S. Third 
St., San Jose, CA 95112, (408) 
295-4010, 
Discount: 10 percent off for all 
students. Valid with Tower Card. 
Madeline Manaligod – owner. 
Hawaiian Drive Inn, 304 E. 
Santa Clara St. Suite B, San Jose, 
CA 95113, (408) 275-9888, Two 
Discounts: $1 off regular plate 
of fried shrimp or buy one Spam 
Musubi, get one free. Valid with 
Tower Card. Susana Li – owner.
Hoagie Steak Out, 304 S. 
Third St., San Jose, CA 95112, (408) 
286-8811, www.hoagiesteakout.
com. Discount: Hoagie Steak Out 
pays your taxes, which is 8.25 
percent. Valid with Tower Card. 
Chris Lim – owner.
Iguanas Burritozilla, 330 S. 
Third St. Suite A, San Jose, CA 
95112, (408) 271-9772, Discount: 
10 percent off menu items except 
for the dollar menu and drinks. Valid 
with Tower Card. Jimmy Orozco – 
president. 
Laurel’s Delights, 138 E. Santa 
Clara St., San Jose, CA 95113, (408) 
292-5211, Discount: 10 percent off 
on regular menu items. Valid with 
Tower Card. Billie Uy – owner. 
Nha Toi, 460 E. William St., San 
Jose, CA 95112, (408) 294-2733, 
Four Discounts: 1) 15 percent off 
any regular meal; 2) pho beef soup 
with fi let mignon for $3.95; 3&4) 
curry chicken or rotisserie chicken 
over rice and soup for $5.75. Valid 
with Tower Card. Susie Bui – owner.
Penguin Froyo, 30 E. Santa 
Clara St. Suite 110, San Jose, CA 
95113, (408) 280-0808, www.
penguinfroyo.com. Discount: 40 
percent off with frequent buyer card 
combined with Tower Card. Nikita 
Haddad – owner. 
Pita Pit, 151 S. Second St. Suite 
185, San Jose, CA 95113, (408) 
694-3200, www.getpitas.com. Two 
Discounts: 50 cents for a 22 ounce 
soda with free refi lls, Hot Date Night 
package available on M-W: get two 
free movie tickets to Camera 12, 
two regular pitas, two drinks, two 
chips and two cookies for $26.98. 
Valid with Tower Card. Justin Houde 
– manager. 
Silk Road Bistro, 87 E. San 
Fernando St., San Jose, CA 95113, 
(408) 286-3969, Discount: 10 
percent off. Valid with Tower Card. 
Sajid Amin – owner.   
Tandoori Oven, 150 S. First St., 
San Jose, CA 95113, (408) 292-
7222, www.thetandoorioven.com. 
Discounts: 1) Chicken tikka masala 
with either rice or naan bread; 
2) a chicken wrap with potato 
or cucumber salad; 3) spicy seek 
kabob wrap with either cucumber or 
potato salad – all are $5 weekdays 
after 3pm, weekends all day. Valid 
with Tower Card. Jason Fernandez 
– manager.
Zanottos Family Market, 38 
S. Second St., San Jose, CA 95113, 
(408) 977-1333, www.zanottos.
com. Two Discounts: 10 percent off 
on any purchase over 25 dollars. 
10 percent off catering. Valid with 
Tower Card. Serena Doneilo – shift 
supervisor.
Goods and Services:
Bally’s Total Fitness, 150 S. First 
St. Suite 123, San Jose, CA 95113, 
(408) 924-0500, www.ballyfi tness.
com. Two Discounts: Half off 
enrollment fees for students for a 3 
year membership; OR no enrollment 
fee $34.99 month to month 
basis with access to any Bally’s 
nationwide. Valid with Tower Card. 
Francisco Martinez – fi tness coach.
Cartridge Express, 115 N. 
Fourth St. Suite 102, San Jose, 
CA 95112, (408) 275-8099, www.
cartridge-express.us. Discount: 15 
percent off with Tower Card and 
newspaper coupon which expires 
3-10-09; or 10 percent off all year. 
Valid with Tower Card. Roberto De 
Silva – owner. 
Gaming Collection and Toys, 
856 N. 13th St. Suite 20, San Jose, 
CA 95112, (408) 295-GAME (4263), 
Discount: 10 percent off. Valid with 
Tower Card. Bobby Navasca – owner .
Kamera Korner, 545 Meridian 
Ave. Suite E, San Jose, CA 
95126, (408) 292-7468,  www.
kamerakorner.net. Discount: 20 
percent off special till the end of 
month for SJSU photo students 
and then 10 percent off starting 
in March for photo students. Larry 
Santaga – owner. 
Tangerine Hair Studio, 119 
Paseo De San Antonio, San Jose, 
CA 95112, (408) 998-0433, 
www.tangerinehairstudio.com. 
Discount: 10 percent off. Valid with 
Tower Card. Penny Park – salon 
coordinator.
University Art, 456 Meridian 
Ave., San Jose, CA 95126, (408) 
297-4707, www.universityart.
com/sj.htm. Discount: 10 percent 
off. Valid with Tower Card or SJSU 
class syllabus. Jeff Bramschreiber – 
assistant manager.
Places of Interest:
Ballet San Jose, 40 N. First St., 
San Jose, CA 95113, (408) 288-
2820, www.student.balletsanjose.
org. Discount: Performance tickets 
$10, regularly $85. Shows take 
place at San Jose Center for 
Performing Arts on TH – SAT 8:00 
p.m. Valid with Tower Card. Register 
online, scan and upload, mail a 
copy, or register in person at their 
offi ce. Debra Weber – outreach 
coordinator, Renae Klein – college 
liaison.
Camera 12 Cinema, 201 S. 
Second St., San Jose, CA 95113, 
(408) 998-3300, Camera 3 
Cinema, 288 S. Second St., San 
Jose, CA 95113, (408) 998-3300, 
www.cameracinemas.com. Two 
Discounts: $7.50 admission any day 
or $6 every Wednesday after 6:00 
p.m. Valid with Tower Card. Ron 
Regalia – offi ce manager. 
Cinequest Film Festival, movies 
are shown at Camera 12, California 
Theatre and San Jose Repertory 
Theatre in downtown San Jose. 
(408) 295-3378 (FEST), www.
cinequest.org. Discount: Students 
pay $5 for movies.  
Rosicrucian Egyptian Museum, 
1664 Park Ave., San Jose, CA 
95191, (408) 947-3636, www.
egyptianmuseum.org. Discount: $7 
admission. Valid with Tower Card. 
Nancy Leonard – museum and retail 
sales manager. 
San Jose Museum of Art, 110 
S. Market St., San Jose, CA 95113, 
(408) 271-6840, www.sjmusart.org. 
Discount: $5 admission. Valid with 
Tower Card.
San Jose Repertory Theatre, 
101 Paseo de San Antonio, San 
Jose, CA 95113, (408) 367-7255, 
www.sjrep.com. Discount: Half off 
on all performances for any seat. 
Valid with Tower Card.
Below is a list of the perks, discounts and 
deals which can be found on campus and off 
campus. Valid with Tower Card.
